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to persecute those who refused to take the oath
prescribed by the Second Act of Supremacy. At
the beginning of the reign great caution had been
exercised in the administration of this oath ; the
bishops had definite instructions not to press for its
acceptance in case of a first refusal, so that the only
penalty which such refusal entailed was that of
prcemumre; and Lord Montague urged in Parlia-
ment that the Act was both unnecessary, wrong and
dangerous. But the attitude of the Catholics in
refusing open conformity, after the decision of the
Council of Trent against that practice, and still more
the Duke of Norfolk's plot, led to increased vigilance
and rigour. The Thirty-nine Articles were at last
made binding on the clergy ; the open statement of the
Catholic view of the queen's title was declared to be
high treason ; and the introduction or use of things
blessed by the Pope was forbidden. The discovery
of RidolfVs plot, followed by the activity of the
Jesuits, led to further severe measures. It was
thought, not without considerable reason, that
Catholic and traitor were synonymous terms, since
the foreign missionaries taught that the queen was
a heretic and usurper and might lawfully be put to
death, and granted absolution only to such as
accepted this doctrine. Further statutes were
enacted to supplement the already existing laws, and
the persecution became far more vigorous, from this
time to the end of the reign. The Jesuits and other
alien priests were the object of special severity ;
their presence in the country was declared to be an
act of high treason, and any one who either gave them